
 

  

brilliant and very 
informative talk. The 
Gentleman gave us 
so much information 
that we did not know 
before and was 
ready to answer any 
question that was 
asked. It was such a 
shame that only 
about 7 people could 
be bothered to 
attend.  

This leads on to 
last weekend, Mills 
weekend. The first of 
our outside events. It 
was a beautiful 
weekend even if it 
was rather windy but 
what does one 
expect on top of the 
hill! It was a shame 
though that we had 
so few helpers and 
if, as a club you are 
hoping that we are 
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going to run other 
outside events you are 
very sadly misled. 

I am afraid that we 
had far too few people 
to run just the one 
stationƨ including the 
setting up; what small 
amount there was to 
be done. If we were to 
run other outside 
events we need 
commitment from 
you. What hours you 
can manage and what 
days you can manage.  

Outside events are 
for the Club as a 
whole not just for the 
committee. Also are 
there any members 
who have a car with a 
tow hitch on their car 
and would be 
prepared to share the 
upxjoh!pg!!pvs!ƪNpcjmf!
Tibdlƫ!up!fwfout/ 

The last couple of 
months have been 
quite busy. 

We had a several 
talks that were very 
interesting - starting 
with  Fred who cam 
and gave us a talk 
bcpvu! ƪPmemboet!
Njmmƫ-! uif! gpmmpxjoh!!
one was given by a 
m em b er  P h i l 
Godbold G4UDU 
about a computer 
programme called 
WSPR. This was 
very interesting. 

Finally we had 
Richard Foot and 
his Guide Dog 
ƫBoojfƫ<! uijt! xbt! b!

Dibjsxpnboƫt!Dibuufs 

Richard and 

Annie from 

Guide Dogs for 

the Blind 

Right a few 

moments of 

WSPR working 
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E m a i l  ( c a l l  s i g n ) @ m s a r s . o r g . u k 

(This will only work from a members email address registered with the society)  

Mid Sussex ARS Net Timesɂall times local 

 Sunday   0800  3.740MHz+/-QRM 

 Sunday   1100   145.350MHz 

 Weekdays  1330   21.330MHz+/-QRM 

 Tuesday    2030  3.725MHz+/-QRM (SCARF) 

 Wednesday  2000  145.350MHz 

GB3HY is now working on the following frequency:  

Listen 430.900Mhz, Transmit 438.500Mhz, CTCSS 88.5hz 
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Most of you will be aware of the effect that 
Sun Spot numbers and the regular 11 year 
cycle have on our ability to work DX stations 
and that we are now approaching the bottom 
of the current cycle. A study of the sunspot 
numbers over a longer period reveals another 
disturbing fact in that the peak numbers over 
the last 6 cycles has declined from 360 
during the cycle peaking in 1956 to a 
maximum of 150 during the current cycle.  

This means that even at the peak of the 
dvssfou!dzdmf!ju!jtoƫu!bt!fbtz!up!ifbs!uif!EY!
because there is no path between you. It 
epftoƫu!nfbo!uibu!uif!EY!jtoƫu!uifsf-!uifz!bsf!!
boe!kvtu!bt!fbhfs!up!xpsl!zpv!cvu!zpv!dboƫu!
hear them due to the poor propagation. Now 
that the cycle is in decline these conditions 
are getting worse and will not improve for a 
few more years.  

Uibuƫt!bmm!cbe!ofxt!tp!xibu!dbo!zpv!ep!up!
improve the chance of you hearing more DX 
voefs!upebzƫt!dpoejujpot@ 

The recent interest in WSPR and other 
digital propagation monitors helps in that the 
use of these programmes will tell you if there 
is a path on a particular band at that time. If 
there is you have a chance to make a 
dpoubdu-!jg!op!qbui!jt!gpvoe!zpvƫsf!!xbtujoh!
your time on that particular band. but the one 
thing that all of you can do is to improve your 
antennas if you want to work DX under 
upebzƫt!dpoejujpot!boe!gps!uif!ofyu!gfx!zfbst/! 

A most interesting article in the May issue 
of RadCom deals with this point and shows 
how the set up of the G5RV antenna can be 
optimized by understanding how it radiates 
when used in a flat top horizontal manner as 
opposed to being used in an inverted Vee 
form. One of the illustrations in the article 
shows how the antenna directs most of its 
radiation straight up in the air in the inverted 
vee form whilst the main lobe is at an angle 
of around 20 degrees (on 15m) if the antenna 
is horizontal, a huge improvement in both 
reception and transmission to DX contacts  

If you read nothing else this year you really 
should read this article and resolve to look at 
your own antennas and wonder if by simply 
rearranging them you might vastly improve 

your ability to hear more DX in the future. 

Now that you appreciate that conditions are 
not going to improve consider what the 
effect of this will be on the bands. Most of 
the DX and all of those seeking to work them 
will be on the lower HF bands for much of the 
time. All the big operators with their (very) big 
tjhobmt!xjmm!cf!po!31-!41-!51!boe!91n!boe!juƫt!
not going to be easy for you to get to the DX 
through them. Band congestion on any open 
band will be immense so anything you can do 
to help yourself should be done now.  

Vertical antennas have a lower angle of 
radiation than horizontal cloud warmers and 
it is for that reason that I have long 
advocated and use a delta loop fed in one 
corner and thus a vertical radiator. All of you 
have room for a vertical antenna although a 
quarter wave vertical for 80m might not be so 
easy. There are one or two good commercial 
trap verticals around that need extensive 
ground planes under them to really perform 
but there are no magic whips that will work 
all bands and get you through the pileups. 

There are also a lot of commercial antennas 
being advertised that work like snake oil so 
be careful if you think that anything you 
purchase will work better than something you 
can build yourself at a much lower cost.  

Remember also that a new transceiver 
whilst costing a lot of money will not produce 
the required results unless you connect it to a 
decent antenna with a low angle of radiation 
to get you out of Mid Sussex and among 
those who appreciate what this is all about.  

If in doubt ask someone at the Club, some 
of us are still managing to pull out a new 
xboufe!pof!opx!boe!uifo!bmuipvhi!juƫt!opu!bt!
easy now as it was in 1956 and a lot of the 
courtesy attached to operating seems to 
have long gone. 

73 & 88, Ken G3WYN   

Gspn!uif!Qsftjefouƫt!Dpsofs 
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Mills Weekend 
2017 

Lovely skies but 
rather windy & 
chilly. Photos    
Top Russell 

G7TMR & Sue 
G6YPY               

Left & Below Sue 
G6YPY & Adrian 

M0TCD 


